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Public Health –
Shared Responsibility
By focusing on the theme “Public Health – Shared Responsibility”,
it is being emphasized that public health challenges cannot be
tackled effectively unless the entire community works together and
seizes opportunities that can help enhance the health of its citizens.
The conference is aimed at decision makers, practitioners,
researchers, health professionals, education professionals and
others working in public health. The purpose is to share the
knowledge and experience needed for better understanding, and
also to develop a framework for improving public health at local
level. In recent years the need for intersectoral and interdisciplinary
work has been recognised, as well as the need to develop strategies
making this work sustainable. It is hoped that the conference will
be an important link in facilitating this work. In addition, participants
will have an excellent opportunity to strengthen bonds and networking
amongst colleagues in the Nordic countries, for example through
so-called adventure workshops, offering exciting hands-on challenges!
Structure
The focus will be on global as well as Nordic dimensions. Highlights
from the 6th International Conference on Health Promotion, Bangkok
- August 2005, will be presented. Keynote speakers come from
Canada as well as the Nordic countries.
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Congress Organisers
and Secretariat
Venues
The conference extends from Sunday October 9th to Tuesday
October 11th in Reykjavík, the capital city of Iceland. It is held at
Hotel Nordica´s conference centre, where there are modern and
functional meeting rooms. Accommodation is also at the hotel, as
well as at other hotels within walking distance.
The “Workshop Adventure” on Monday takes place at Thingvellir
– the national park. Here, at the very birth-place of democracy in
Iceland – some even say the world - and where the geographical
boundaries between Europe and America dramatically meet,
participants will take an active part in shaping the outcome of the
conference, while enjoying the magnificent nature. Sensible shoes
and outdoor clothing are needed for this part of the conference
program.
A “health promoting” part of the conference is a morning swim,
from 7 to 8 a.m., at the Laugardalslaug swimming pool, close to
Hotel Nordica. Icelandic culture and lifestyle includes going
regularly to the local swimming pool – some go everyday, all year
around - and the conference participants are invited to join in.
Houses in Iceland, as well as swimming pools, are generally

The Conference Organisers are Congress Reykjavík. All available
information as well as registration form are at the congress website:
www.congress.is/nph2005.
Registration form: The website Registration Form should be used
to register for the Congress, hotel reservations and social programme,
included in the registration fee, must also be marked on the form.
It is also possible to reserve various excursions in advance.
Participation fee: If payment is received before July 9, 2005: ISK
30.000. After July 9, 2005. ISK 35.000.
Included is: Admittance to the conference program and conference
material, refreshments during breaks, lunch on October 10 and 11,
Welcoming Reception at Nordica Hotel on October 9, Reception
at City Hall October 10 and Gala Dinner on October 11.
Information about cancellation terms is available at the website.
Hotels: The conference organiser, Congress Reykjavík, arranges
hotel accommodation. The organiser has pre-reserved rooms at a
special conference price at the official hotels for the congress.
Hotel reservations should be made on the registration form, and

Posters will be on display during the congress.
The official language of the conference is English.

Abstracts and posters
The deadline for submitting an abstract for the poster session is
15th of July 2005. All abstracts must be submitted via the conference
website: www.Congress.is/NPH2005 - (abstracts) where you will
find all other practical information regarding abstracts.

Congress Reykjavík, "NPH "
Engjateigur 5, IS-105 Reykjavík, Iceland.
Tel: +354 585 3900, Fax: +354 585 3901
E-mail: nph2005@congress.is,
web page: www.congress.is
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heated by natural hot water pumped up from deep within the
ground.
Social Program
The social program consists of a Welcoming Reception at Hotel
Nordica on Sunday evening. Monday evening there is a reception
at the City Hall, by invitation of the Mayor of Reykjavík.
A perfect way to conclude the conference is the Gala Dinner at
the Perla Restaurant, Tuesday evening. The restaurant, which has
revolving floors, is located on a hill in the centre of Reykjavík,
providing spectacular panoramic views of the city and surrounding
countryside.

Pre- and post conference tours are offered.
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Questions that will be addressed:
• How can the national level support the local level?
• How can the local level coordinate local resources to
strengthen capacity in public health services?
• Which strategies and models work in partnership
building?
All presentations will take place in plenum. On Monday morning
the plenum session is followed by four parallel sessions and in the
afternoon we have “adventure workshops”, where the conference
moves beyond the confines of the conference rooms and the city
itself!
On Tuesday there are plenum sessions, workshops in between,
and panel discussion in the afternoon.

All enquiries should to be sent to:
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are booked on a "first come first served" basis. Congress Reykjavík
reserves the right to book another hotel if the desired
accommodation is no longer available.
The conference hotel is Hotel Nordica, Suðurlandsbraut 2,
108 Reykjavík. Tel: +354 444 5000. Fax: +354 444 5001.
E-mail address: icehotels@icehotels.is.
Other hotels are: Hotel Björk, Hotel Cabin and Radisson SAS
Iceland.
Transport: Transport to and from Keflavík Airport: There is a Fly
Bus service between Keflavík Airport and hotels, located directly
in front of the terminal. A taxi service is also provided at the airport.
Fly Bus fare: ISK 1.100.-, Taxi fare approx: 9.000.
Note: It is possible to go to Reykjavik with a stopover at the Blue
Lagoon. See: www.icelandexursions.is (Tour AH 28) and www.re.is
(Tour RE 51)
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Keynote Speakers
Dr. Geir Gunnlaugsson, Director of the Centre for Child Health Services in Reykjavík and Chairman of the Icelandic Public
Health Association.
Dr. Geir Gunnlaugsson, MD from the University of Iceland 1978 and post-graduate training in paediatrics and public health
at the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. Worked in Guinea-Bissau, West-Africa 1982-85 and 1993-98. Lecturer and
study director at the Section for International Maternal and Child Health in Uppsala, Sweden 1998-2000. Participant in
European working groups on child health monitoring (CHILD) and breastfeeding. Wise-chairman of the Nordic Paediatric
Association. Consultant to the Icelandic International Development Agency. Part-time adjunct position at the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Iceland. Research and publications within the field of paediatrics, primary health care and public health in Iceland,
Guinea-Bissau and Malawi.

We welcome you to the
8th Nordic Public Health Conference
9-11 October, Reykjavík, Iceland
The Nordic Public Health Conference is now being held for the first time in Iceland and as
the hosts we hope that you will find the event a relevant and fruitful experience. It is also our
expressed wish that you will have a most enjoyable stay here in Iceland.
The conference is organised in cooperation with the Ministry of Health and Social Security, the Public
Health Institute of Iceland and the Directorate of Health in Iceland, with the support of an organising committee
having representatives from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden.
The conference will specifically focus on how local communities can provide and sustain public health programs.
It will focus on the resources and structures that are needed, such as partnership, capacity building and shared
responsibility for public health. A special emphasis is being placed on the role of the various sectors and key
players. Our expectation is that after the congress participants will return home better informed and having new
tools to use in their daily work.

Dr. Penny Hawe, Markin Chair in Health, Wellness and Society, Department of Community Health Sciences, University of
Calgary.
Dr. Penny Hawe is a community psychologist, with postgraduate training in public health and epidemiology. She joined the
Faculty at the University of Calgary in July 2000, Previously, she was in the Department of Public Health and Community
Medicine at the University of Sydney, Australia, having being recruited for a new Chair from the University of Sydney, Australia.
Her research program is social environments and health and community level interventions to promote health. Dr. Hawe has
developed a check list for mapping community capacity and has published widely in the field of public health.
Mr. Johan Jonsson, Director of Health in the West-Götland Region, Sweden.
Johan Jonsson has been Director of Public Health in the West-Götaland Region since 2004. The Region consists of 49 local
authorities and has about 1.6 million inhabitants. For seven years, before this assignment, Johan Jonsson headed the so called
DELTA-cooperation project, which aimed at developing the Swedish welfare system. The findings of the project have been
implemented in a new legislation, as from 2004. Before that Johan Jonsson´s position for 8 years was Assistant City Commissioner
in the City of Göteborg responsible for the sector of Public Health.
Dr. Ólafur Páll Jónsson, Lector in philosophy at the Icelandic University of Education.
Ólafur Páll Jónsson, PhD in philosophy from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge Massachusetts, 2001.
Among his papers in English are: “Common sense ontology and the ontology of science“, Science – Challenge to Philosophy?
“Democracy and environmental values“, is forthcoming in proceedings of the conference Ethics of Ecology, Poland, September
2003. “Quine and Kripke’s Wittgenstein“, The Linguistics Philosophy Interface, MIT Working Papers in Philosophy and
Linguistics.
Talks: “Language and virtual reality“, “Common sense ontology and the ontology of science“, “Democracy and environmental
values“, “Making room for metaphysical vagueness“.

Best regards,

The

Program

Anna Elísabet Ólafsdóttir

Sigurður Guðmundsson

Minister of Health

General Director

Medical Director

The Ministry of Health and Social Security

The Public Health Institute of Iceland

The Directorate of Health

Organising Committee
Bryndís Kristjánsdóttir, The Public Health Institute of Iceland, bryndis@lydheilsustod.is
Anna Björg Aradóttir, The Directorate of Health, Iceland, annabara@landlaeknir.is
Kristin Gudnason, Sundhedsstyrelsen, Denmark, kgu@sst.dk
Ewy Thornqvist, Statens Folkhälsoinstitut, Sweden, ewy.thornqvist@fhi.se
Ole Trygve Stigen, Sosial- og helsedirektoratet, Norway, ots@shdir.no
Erkki Vartiainen, Kansanterveyslaitos, Finland, erkki.vartiainen@ktl.fi

MINISTRY OF HEALTH
AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Dr. Guðjón Magnússon, Director, Division of Reduction of Disease Burden, WHO-EURO.
Dr. Guðjón Magnússon is a medical doctor, with postgraduate training in community and social medicine. He joined WHOEURO as a director in 2002. He was Dean of the Nordic School of Public Health from 1996 to 2002 and before that has
held deputy positions in the Ministry of Health and Social Security and the Directorate of Health in Iceland. Dr. Magnússon
has served as a volunteer for the Red Cross since 1985 working on international assignments and projects. He has been a
professor and lecturer in universities in Iceland and Scandinavia and has been a chairman in ASPHER (Association of Schools
of Public Health in the European Region). Dr. Magnússon has been on the editorial board of several scientific journals and
published numerous papers in public health.
Mr. Bosse Petterson, Director, Strategic Policy Development. Deputy Director-General, Swedish National Institute of Public
Health.
Mr. Bosse Pettersson (1946), holds a Swedish, M.A. in public administration and has been active in public health on national,
local, regional and international levels since 1976. In 2001 he was appointed Deputy-Director-General of the Swedish
National Institute of Public Health, with special responsibilities for strategy and policy development and international relations.
Adviser to the National Public Health Committee’s Secretariat. Expert in several investigations in public health. SecretaryGeneral for the 3rd International Health Promotion Conference in Sundsvall, 1991. Contracted senior lecturer in Health
Promotion at the Karolinska Institute since 1989. Short-term consultant to the WHO on several occasions since 1985. President
of the EuroHealthNet since 2002.
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Time

Sunday, October 9

16:00-18:00

Registration

18:00
18:30

Welcome - Refreshments and music
Opening - Anna Elísabet Ólafsdóttir, The Public Health
Institute of Iceland
Address - Jón Kristjánsson, Minister of Health and
Social Security
Food for thought - Do we have the right to live our
life any way we choose, as long as it does not harm
others? Dr. Ólafur Páll Jónsson, philosopher

18:50
19:00

Day 1

Session 4 Regional development plans. How do they
benefit public health in a region and can it be realised
in practice?
A model from the region of Skåne, one of four regions
involved in a national trial on planning for development
plans. These plans include public health, regional
growth, and sustainable ecological, social and
economical development. Gunnar Arnesson, Sweden.
Commentator, Arne Marius Fosse, Norway

12:45-16:45

Poster display in the hallway throughout the duration
of the congress

,,Public Health Action” – Workshop Adventure
We leave the conference centre and go by buses to
Thingvellir - National Park. There we will have
indoor/outdoor workshops that give us a “hands on”
example of shared responsibility teamwork.
(Dress for outdoors, all kinds of weather).
Lunch and coffee break included
Rest

Time

Monday, October 10

Health promotion at the local swimming pool Laugardalslaug

8:00-9:00

Registration

9:00-9:50

Sharing Responsibility Locally and Globally
Keynote speaker: Dr. Geir Gunnlaugsson, Director
of the Centre for Child Health Services in Reykjavík
and Chairman of the Icelandic Public Health
Association

9:50-10:30

Coffee break

11:00-12:30

Sessions

Room B

Day 2

The Bangkok Charter for health promotion - The 6th
global conference on Health Promotion. Where is
health promotion heading and what does it mean in
a Nordic context.
Keynote speaker: Mr. Bosse Petterson Deputy DirectorGeneral, Swedish National Institute of Public Health

10:30

Room A

Nordica, Reykjavík, Iceland
Room B

7:00-8:00

Room A
Jón Kristjánsson
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Session 1 Public Health Education in relation to
capacity building - How does public health education
strengthen public health work?
Future perspective and challenges of public health
education. Commentator, Dr. Guðjón Magnússon,
WHO-EURO. Why do we need public health
education? The perspectives of the deans of the
University of Iceland and the Reykjavík University?
Comments from other Nordic countries and discussion
Session 2 Community based interventions: “Children,
nutrition and physical activity”
How does the society share responsibility in tackling
public health challenges? Commentators, Morten
Kromann-Nielsen and Anne Smetana. Denmark and
Jórlaug Heimisdóttir, Iceland
Session 3 Partners in local health. How does the local
community work across sectors in a formal partnership?
Examples on working together on regular bases with
agreements between municipalities and different local
actors. Models from Norway with comments from
Denmark and Sweden. Commentator, Kjetil Drangsholt,
Norway

18:00

Reception at Town Hall, hosted by the City Council
of Reykjavík.
Buses leave the hotels at 17:45

Time

Tuesday, October 11

7:00-8:00

Health promotion at the local swimming pool Laugardalslaug

9:00-9:45

Capacity Building. How can national and local
authorities strengthen resources for public health in
communities?
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Penny Hawe, Centre for Health
and Policy Studies Community Health Sciences Faculty
of Medicine, University of Calgary

9:45-10:25

Local experiences of national policies. What support
does the local community need for capacity
building?
Keynote Speaker: Johan Jonsson, director of Health
in the West-Götland Region, Sweden

10.25

Coffee break

10:50-11:50

“Public Health Action” – Workshop Adventure
How do we relate the experience from the workshop
to practise?

11:50-12:30

Workshop Results Presented

12:30

Lunch

13:30-14:15

Panel discussion: Do we share the responsibility and
what works the best?
Keynote speakers and invited guests

14:15-15:00

Gathering the conference - thoughts for the near future
How do we enhance public health, globally, national
and locally, are we prepared and responding to the
21st century public health challenges and opportunities?
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Guðjón Magnússon, Director,
division of Reduction of Disease Burden, WHO-EURO

15:00-15:15

Closure: Sigurður Guðmundsson, Medical Director
of Health in Iceland
Rest

19:00

Dinner at Perla restaurant.
Buses leave from hotels at 18:45

Day 3

